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BOOK   to which the speech did not indicate the consciousness of his
Ivv  s holding any special relation." x

1883.

VII
A message of severest Royal displeasure was conveyed to the
head of the Government. Gladstone groaned, "I am the more
sorry about the speech, because Chamberlain had this year in
Parliament shown both tact and talent in the management of
questions not polemical, such as the Bankruptcy Bill".2 The
gravity of the offence, as the Prime Minister felt, lay not so much
in specific terms of indiscretion as in something less definable,
yet very obtrusive, in the Radical attitude.
Of course, the Conservatives and the Whigs were louder in
opprobrium than ever yet. Lord Salisbury declared that Cham-
berlain's recent utterance was "the Jacobin theory pure and
simple".
It is a new, a most sinister, a most terrible feature in our constitu-
tional history. There is no reason so far as difference of opinion is con-
cerned, why the present Ministry should not receive into its sympathetic
bosom Mr. Parnell or Mr. George.3
Gladstone at first remonstrated indirectly through Dilke,
who saw Chamberlain but found him 'Very stiff".4 His ally
suggested that in another speech aptly arranged for a few days
hence, he should seek to turn away wrath by gentleness. The
Prime Minister entreats that his colleague will set the matter
right "with grace" at the Cobden Club dinner.5 But if this hardy
culprit had made a blunder, as in his heart he well knew, he was
not going to give Whigs or Tories or anyone else the pleasure of
seeing him eat humble pie in public on this occasion. Determined
not to submit easily in future to the old-fashioned restraints^
Chamberlain did not apologise but with frigid audacity he ex-
plained. The Cobden Club dinner was held on June 30 at "The
Ship" in Greenwich. Several Whigs had resented his chairman-
ship by resigning from the Club, and he kept this in mind. First
1  Morley's Gladstone, vol. iii. p. 112.       4 Dilke's Life, vol. i. p. 526.
2  Ibid.                                                      5 Letters of Queen Victoria, edited
3  Lord   Salisbury  at   St.   James's    by G-. E. Buckle, Second Series, vol.
Hall, June 27, 1883.                              iii. (1879-1885), p. 433.